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MARYSVILLE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 
WORK SESSION 

FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Jennifer Brock, Chair 
Art Vaitl 
Shawn Vaccaro 
Lori Mohr 
 
1. T-Mobile Northeast Conditional Use Application. 

 
Ms. Brock stated T-Mobile Northeast submitted a conditional use application to install antennas 
on Norfolk Southern Railroad’s communication tower.  
 
Ms. Hardman stated that the variance from the height requirement and from the condition that 
commercial antennas are not permitted was granted by the Zoning Hearing Board on January 19, 
2011.  The Zoning Hearing Board’s approval was conditioned upon the antennas being limited to 
three and the antennas are flush mounted. 
 
Ms. Mohr asked why was the condition that the tower and antennas be painted a certain color 
deleted.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the issue as to whether the top 30 feet was to be painted or the bottom 
30 feet was to be painted was discussed.  The applicant brought color samples to the meeting.  
The applicant was asked if the current tower and antenna color would fade and they indicated 
that it would. 
 
Ms. Mohr stated that the tower can be seen very well on Route 322. 
 
Mrs. Simonetti asked if there was enough room on the tower for another co-locator. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that the emergency services tower was on the same location as the Norfolk 
Southern antennas.  
 
Mr. Vaitl stated that Norfolk Southern has not installed any antennas on the tower.  
 
Ms. Brock stated that Norfolk Southern may be pulling resources so they can install the antennas 
at one time.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that she while she was in Maryland attending a meeting on the Chesapeake 
Bay she observed a tower that was an open weave design which was appealing. 
 
Mr. Andrews, attorney, was present representing T-Mobile Northeast.  Mr. Andrews stated that 
the Borough Council accepted all the Planning Commission’s conditions from the previous 
request except for painting of the tower and antennas.  He indicated that T-Mobile Northeast is 
acceptable to the conditions stipulated by the Zoning Hearing Board.  They have not received the 
Zoning Hearing Board decision from the January 19, 2011 meeting. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that the plans submitted shows barbed wire on top of the fence surrounding the 
tower.  
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Mr. Andrews stated that the fence has been installed.  There is no barbed wire on the fence.  
 

2. Vacant Planning Commission Position.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that Chris Albright was appointed as a member on the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Albright is ill and will not be attending tonight’s meeting. 
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that a letter of interest was not received by the interested party to whom 
she referred last month.  
 
Ms. Brock stated that there is one remaining vacant position on the Planning Commission until 
an interested party announces their interest.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that she is still willing to serve on the Planning Commission.  
 

3. Parking in the Square. 
 

Mrs. Simonetti stated that she received a request from a resident to turn the green space at the 
square into parking.   This was discussed at a Revitalization Committee meeting that Mrs. Stoner 
and Ms. Mohr were members of.  
 
Ms. Brock stated that she thought that area was a memorial park.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the green space in question was the bus stop and currently has a bus 
shelter on the property. 
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that she requested the Borough Manager to contact PennDOT regarding 
the green space being used for parking.  The area could be converted into nine parking spaces. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that the vehicles must exit forward.  
 
Ms. Mohr asked who owns the green space. 
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the Borough owns the green space. 
 
Ms. Mohr asked why the Borough would want to convert the green space into parking.  
 
Mr. Vaccaro stated that additional parking for the square would be more appealing for 
businesses.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the existing businesses may want to rent the parking spaces.  
 
Mr. Vaitl stated that he heard that the bus system was coming back to Marysville.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that she is on a committee that discussed the bus coming to Marysville but 
it has not progressed at this point 
 
Ms. Hardman stated that a parking space is required to be 10’ x 20’ with a minimum 20’ access 
aisle. 
 



 3

Mrs. Simonetti stated that she thinks PennDOT would require a highway occupancy permit.  
 
Ms. Brock asked how close to the intersection could the access aisle be.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the Big Bee Plaza had an entrance that was very close to the 
intersection.   Mr. Essis moved the entrance back from the intersection at the request of the 
Borough although he had an HOP allowing the third entrance from Ridgeview Drive.  
 
Mr. Vaitl stated that the new entrance location for the Big Bee Plaza is better. 

 
MARYSVILLE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

 
CALL TO ORDER.   The meeting began at 7:30 pm 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

Jennifer Brock, Chair 
Stephanie Stoner 
Lori Mohr 
Art Vaitl 
Shawn Vaccaro 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  

Janet Hardman, Code Enforcement Officer 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:   

Ann Simonetti, Borough Council 
Jonathan Andrew 
David Morgan 
Dennis White 
Mohammad Alsamna 
 
1. MINUTES: 

 

a. January 25, 2011 Minutes 

  
Page 2, paragraph 2, change “Moore” to “Mohr”.  
Page 3, paragraph 9, change “has” to “have”.  
Page 6, last paragraph, change “Cairo” to “Kairo”.  
 
MOTION:  Mr.Vaccaro moved, seconded by Mr. Vaitl to approve the minutes as amended.  
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT.    None 

 

3. OLD BUSINESS.    

 

a. Article 4 Subdivision Amendment - Plan Specifications and Procedures  

 

Ms. Brock stated that Article 4 review has been completed.  
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b. Article 5 Design and Improvement Standards. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that Streets, Access Drives and Driveways from Article 8, 9 and 10 of the 
Lancaster County Model SALDO are being reviewed.   
 

c. Well Ordinance.   

 

Ms. Brock stated that Mrs. Stoner is working on the well ordinance. 
 

4. NEW BUSINESS.      
 

a. T-Mobile Northeast Conditional Use Application.  

 

Ms. Brock stated that the Planning Commission needs to make a recommendation to Borough 
Council on the T-Mobile Northeast conditional use request.   T-Mobile Northeast will be placed 
on the third row of the tower at 175’.  The list of conditions for the previous application was 
accepted by Borough Council except the painting of the tower and the antennas.  
 
Mr. Andrew stated he was present to represent T-Mobile Northeast.  Mr. Andrew stated that the 
application is the same as the previous application from Shentel.  T-Mobile Northeast proposes 
three antennas with flush mounting on the CitySwitch tower located at 526 South State Road in 
the General Industrial zoning district. 
 
Ms. Brock asked if T-Mobile Northeast has a contract with Norfolk Southern. 
 
Mr. Andrew stated that T-Mobile Northeast has a licensing agreement with CitySwitch and a 
lease for the ground where the concrete pad will be installed for the BTS unit. 
 
Mr. Andrew introduced Dennis White, T-Mobile Northeast Consultant; Dave Morgan, T-Mobile 
Project Engineer; and Mohammad Alsamna, RF Design Engineer.   
 
Mr. Andrew stated that of the 11 conditions recommended by the Planning Commission on the 
Shentel application, #3 is changed from 185’ to 175’, #5 fence requirement is being taken care of 
by Shentel, #8 and #10 that address the color of the tower and antennas were deleted by Borough 
Council, and #9 is requesting a time extension which is not applicable to their request because 
the public hearing can be held within the 90 day time limitation for approval.  The deadline for 
approval is April 4, 2011. 
 
Ms. Mohr stated that if the tower and the antennas were to be painted by the tower owner or the 
antenna owners, the color should be the same. 
 
Ms. Brock asked what color the antennas are for Shentel.  
 
Mr. Andrew stated that Shentel’s antennas are OEM (original equipment manufacturer) white.   
 
Mr. Alsamna stated that it does not hurt the antennas to be painted.  The antennas come pre-
painted a white-grayish color. 
 
Mr. Andrew stated that adding a condition that if the antennas or tower are to be painted that the 
color be as close as possible is an acceptable condition. 
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Ms. Brock asked why the requirement for fencing in #5 is being eliminated. 
 
Mr. Andrew stated that the fencing requirement will be done by Shentel.  
 
Ms. Mohr asked if the fencing is the responsibility of the tower owner. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that the plan indicates that there is barbed wire on top of the fence. 
 
Mr. Andrew stated that there will not be barb wire on the fence.  The plan is the same plan that 
was submitted for a zoning permit.  The fence has been installed by the tower owner. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that the people who live on North Main Street are not happy about the tower. 
 
(For the record, Mrs. Stoner arrived at 7:45 pm) 
 
Ms. Brock stated that from a security standpoint, you couldn’t get more secure at that location.  
 
Mr. White stated that the compound has been constructed.  
 
Mr. Andrew stated that the plan will be revised to remove the barb wire shown on the top of the 
fence. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that an as-built plan should be filed.  
 
Mr. Andrew stated that the ordinance requires an as-built plan.  
 
Ms. Brock asked if T-Mobile Northeast has a separate slab for their equipment. 
 
Mr. Andrew stated that T-Mobile Northeast does have a separate slab for their equipment.  The 
slab is 10’ x 20’ which will be poured concrete.  
 
Ms. Brock stated that no one has installed their antennas.  Will all the antennas go up at the same 
time?  
 
Mr. White stated that sometimes they use a crane to install the antennas and sometimes they use 
climbers.  The antennas do not weigh very much.  A crane is needed to install the wire in the 
tower. 
 
Ms. Mohr asked if Shentel were to remove their antennas, would T-Mobile northeast move up to 
their position on the tower.  
 
Mr. White stated that their lease specifies a particular location.  Moving up ten feet on the tower 
would be of no benefit to them. 
 
Ms. Mohr asked how new technology could effect the antennas. 
 
Mr. Alsamna stated that any new technology would make the antennas smaller.    
 
Ms. Mohr asked that when the antennas are no longer needed, will they take them down. 
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Mr. Andrew stated that the ordinance requires that the antennas are removed if they become 
obsolete.  
 
Ms. Brock reviewed the conditions: 
1.  Liability insurance is provided to the Borough in accordance with Section 27-1114.C(4) 
2  At no time shall the number of antennas exceed three.  
3.  The antennas shall be connected at 175’ on the tower.  
4.  The antennas are installed with flush mounts.  
5.  No lighting shall be permitted except during maintenance activities.  
6.  Technical information on signal strength relative to FCC exposure guidelines at the most  
     exposed house considering absolute distance both east and west is provided to Borough      
     Council.  
7. That if the antennas or the tower is painted, everything shall be painted the same color or as  
     close as possible. 
8.  The road improvement requirement of Section 27-1114.C.3(b)(6) is waived. 
 
Ms. Brock stated that the next Borough Council meeting is March 14, 2011.    
 
Mr. Vaitl asked what type of maintenance is required for the antennas and the equipment on the 
ground.  
 
Mr. White stated that every 1 ½ months a technician checks the facility.  Everything is monitored 
electronically.  There would only be a need to come to the site if lightning would hit it. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Vacarro moved, seconded by Mr. Vaitl to approve the conditional use with the 
following conditions:   
1.  Liability insurance is provided to the Borough in accordance with Section 27-1114.C(4) 
2  At no time shall the number of antennas exceed three.  
3.  The antennas shall be connected at 175’ on the tower.  
4.  The antennas are installed with flush mounts.  
5.  No lighting shall be permitted except during maintenance activities.  
6.  Technical information on signal strength relative to FCC exposure guidelines at the most  
     exposed house considering absolute distance both east and west is provided to Borough      
     Council.  
7. That if the antennas or the tower is painted, everything shall be painted the same color or as  
    close as possible. 
8.  The road improvement requirement of Section 27-1114.C.3(b)(6) is waived. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS.     NONE 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

a. H20 Grant.  
 
Ms.  Brock stated that she hasn’t heard if the H20 grant for the sewer separation was approved. 
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the Commonwealth Financing Authority has not met.   
 
Ms. Mohr stated that the H20 grant was federally funded. 
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Mrs. Simonetti stated that it was part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
 

b. Perry County Human Services.  
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the Perry County Human Services has a bowling tournament on March 
26th as a fundraiser. 
 
 c.  Valentine Dinner 
 
Mrs. Simonetti stated that the Valentine Dinner was a success.  They raised $650.00.  There were 
23 people who ordered to go dinners.  Mrs. Simonetti thanked everyone that participated in the 
raffle. 
 

d. Vacant Position 
 
Ms. Brock stated that a Letter of Interest was not received from the interested person.  The 
Planning Commission should recommend to Borough Council that Mrs. Simonetti fill the vacant 
Planning Commission position.  
 
Mr. Vaitl stated that the appointment can be for an interim basis until the Borough receives a 
letter of interest.   
 
MOTION:  Mr. Vacarro moved, seconded by Mrs. Stoner to recommend that Mrs. Simonetti be 
appointed to the vacant position for an interim basis until the position can be filed.   The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

• REPORT ON BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING (Next Council Meeting 3/14/11).   

None 

 

• ADJOURNMENT/NEXT SPECIAL MEETING DATE 3/9/11 @ 6:30pm/NEXT 

REGULAR MEETING 3/22/11 @ 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION @ 6:30 pm.    

 

Motion:  Ms.  Mohr moved, seconded by Mrs. Stoner to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Janet Hardman,  
Code Enforcement Officer 


