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MARYSVILLE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

WORK SESSION 

OCTOBER 26, 2010 

 

Discussion:  Linda Durgin, 306 S. Main Street.- Zoning Ordinance Map Amendment 

(Rezoning) 

 

Mrs. Linda Durgin, 306 S. Main Street, was present to discuss a rezoning of her property.   

Mrs. Durgin stated that she wants to refinance her mortgage on the house.   Her house was 

built in 1860’s.  It was the first house in Marysville.  She tried to refinance but no lenders 

will touch it because her house is located in the General Industrial zoning district.  Mrs. 

Durgin read Ordinance 584 that was adopted on September 14, 2009, Section 703.1.C., 

“Reconstruction.  In the event that a building or structure containing a nonconforming use is 

damaged or destroyed by any means to any extent, it shall not be reconstructed.  The 

building may be reconstructed in accordance with Section 704 herein but the use shall not be 

resumed.”  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that based on Section 703.1.C. she will never be able to sell her property.  

If a tree fell on the house it could not be reconstructed.  She wants to request that the zoning 

be changed from General Industrial to R-2 Residential.   

 

Ms. Brock stated that the property at 306 S. Main Street is adjacent to the R-2 zoning district 

across S. Main Street and Mill Road.   

 

Ms. Brock asked if there were other houses between 306 S. Main Street and the oil company.  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that there are three single family detached homes between her and the oil 

company.  

 

Mr. Vaitl stated that spot zoning is not permitted.  

 

Ms. Brock suggested that the R-2 zoning be extended to include all the homes from Mill 

Road to the oil company.  

 

Mr. Vaitl questioned the area on South Main Street to the river. 

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that their property also extends across the street to the river.  

 

Mrs. Stoner suggested that all the dwellings located in the General Industrial be rezoned to 

R-2 Residential. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that Sadler Oil Company owns to the railroad. 

 

Mrs. Stoner stated that 306 S. Main Street came before the Planning Commission in the past 

for a rezoning to create a building lot to the rear.  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that her property was subdivided in order to build a house for her parents.  

 

Mr. Vaitl asked if there were other houses across S. Main Street. 
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Ms. Brock stated that there are houses across S. Main Street.  

 

Mr. Vaitl asked what the zoning would be changed to.  

 

Ms. Hardman stated R-2 residential.  

 

Mrs. Durgin asked what the difference was between R-1 and R-2 residential.  

 

Ms. Hardman stated that R-2 is less restrictive.  

 

Ms. Brock stated that R-2 permits multi family dwellings. 

 

Mrs. Stoner asked if there are other options.  

 

Ms. Hardman stated that the zoning ordinance could be changed to permit a nonconforming 

use to be reconstructed. 

 

Mrs. Stoner asked if the Planning Commission could recommend that additional area be 

rezoned.  

 

Ms. Hardman stated that if Mrs. Durgin submitted a petition requesting rezoning, the 

Planning Commission can only act on the petition, however, the Planning Commission can 

administratively recommend additional rezoning.  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that she will ask Sadler Oil Company if they own the houses beside her. 

She is afraid that if her insurance company finds out her house cannot be reconstructed, it 

will not be insurable. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that she would not have a problem recommending the zoning change from 

General Industrial to R-2 residential.  

 

Mrs. Stoner stated that she would not have a problem recommending the zoning change from 

General Industrial to R-2 residential.  However, she is concerned because there is not much 

of the Borough zoned for industrial.  The only industrial uses in the Borough are Sadler Oil 

and the railroad. 

 

Mr. Vaitl stated that there is no area in the Borough for industrial.  Sadler Oil Company has 

difficulty getting their trucks to their site.   

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that she doesn’t know how Sadler Oil Company gets their trucks through 

the tunnel. 

 

Mr. Vaitl asked what the zoning was on the river side. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that the zoning on the river side is R-2 residential.  

 

Ms. Brock asked if the Planning Commission could recommend a zoning map change.  
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Ms. Hardman stated that the Planning Commission can recommend a zoning change but 

there is no time limit for an administrative recommendation.  If a petition is filed by a 

resident, the ordinance and MPC requires that it is acted upon within a specified time period. 

 

Mrs. Stoner stated that in order for Borough Council to have a public hearing at their next 

meeting on December 13th, the Planning Commission must make a recommendation by 

November 10
th

. 

 

Ms. Hardman stated that the Planning Commission can hold a special meeting to make a 

recommendation on the rezoning to accommodate Mrs. Durgin’s request.  The Borough 

Council needs a recommendation from Planning Commission to act on the request. 

 

Mr. Vaitl stated that there are four houses on the side of the street where Mrs. Durgin lives.  

How many houses are in the industrial zoning district across the street on the river side.  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that she is aware of a fairly large garage and a mobile home that is a 

summer place for the owners and another blue house across the street from her on the river 

side. 

 

Mrs. Stoner suggested that the Planning Commission act on Mrs. Durgin’s petition and make 

a separate recommendation on more map changes. 

 

Ms. Hardman suggested that Mrs. Durgin go to the next Borough Council meeting on 

November 8
th 

at 7:30 pm to discuss the rezoning. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that Mrs. Durgin can contact the Borough Office to be placed on the 

Borough Council’s agenda.   

 

Mrs. Stoner stated that Mrs. Durgin can call the Borough Council members individually 

because they are elected officials.  Mrs. Stoner gave Mrs. Durgin a copy of the Borough’s 

newsletter that has the names of the Borough Council members. 

 

Mr. Vaitl stated that the industrial boundary was not discussed as part of the recommended 

changes to the zoning map.  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that there was 880 acres with the house when it was built. 

 

Mr. Vaitl asked when the house was built.  

 

Mrs. Durgin stated that the house was built in 1863 or 1865. 

 

For the record, the work session was over at 7:20 pm  

 

 

  

 

 

 

.  
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MARYSVILLE BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 26, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER.   The meeting began at 7:30 pm 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Jennifer Brock, Chairman 

Stephanie Stoner 

Art Vaitl 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  

Janet Hardman, Code Enforcement Officer 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:   

Linda Durgin, 306 S. Main Street, Marysville (work session only) 

 

2. MINUTES: 

 

a. September 28, 2010 Minutes 

  

No action was taken due to a lack of a quorum.  

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT.    NONE 

 

4. OLD BUSINESS.    

 

a. Article 4 Subdivision Amendment - Plan Specifications and Procedures  

 

Ms. Brock stated that Article 4 review has been completed.  

 

b. Article 5 Design and Improvement Standards. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that Streets, Access Drives and Driveways from Article 8, 9 and 10 of the 

Lancaster County Model SALDO are being reviewed.  The workshop meeting was held on 

October 13
th

.    The street specification section needs to be referred to the Borough Engineer for 

drafting.   The Lancaster County Model SALDO uses a design number for street specifications.  

Mr. Brown, the Borough Engineer, had indicated at a previous meeting that he was not in favor 

of a design number because it tends to permit more stone than surface, which is a cheaper design.   

 

Ms. Hardman stated that she has street sign and traffic sign specifications to provide at the next 

workshop meeting.  

 

Mr. Vaitl stated that it has been proven that upper and lower case letters are easier to read than 

all upper case.  He doesn’t like the white lettering. 

 

Ms. Brock stated that upper and lower case can be seen well.  
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Mr. Vaitl stated that upper and lower case takes less time to read. 

 

Planning Commission members should plan to attend the workshop meeting for November 13, 

2010.  

 

c. Well Ordinance. 

 

No comments.  

 

5. NEW BUSINESS.     NONE 

 

6.  GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS.    

 

a. Terms and Vacancy 

 

Ms. Brock stated that she reviewed the terms.  Mr. Shearer’s term will expire in December.  Her 

term and Mrs. Stoner’s term expires in December 2012. 

 

Ms. Hardman stated that the Planning Commission can make recommendation of a name 

Borough Council to fill the Planning Commission vacant position. 

 

b. Senate Bill No. 1042 

 

Ms. Hardman stated that a law was passed by the State extending expiration dates for permits, 

subdivision and numerous other permits that were issued on December 31, 2008 or after to July 

2, 2013.  She will provide the Planning Commission members with a copy of the bill. 

    

Ms. Hardman also provided the Planning Commission with a copy of the MPC that addresses the 

five year time period for ordinance changes that would affect a subdivision plan, phasing plan 

updates and substantial completion for their review.  

 

7. REPORT ON BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING (Next Council Meeting 11/8/10).   

None 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT/NEXT SPECIAL MEETING DATE 11/10 /10 @ 6:30pm/NEXT 

REGULAR MEETING 11/23/10 @ 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION @ 6:30 pm.    

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Janet Hardman,  

Code Enforcement Officer 


